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An easy way
tolaya
perfect lawn

GrassTech Il Static Grass Applicator

Review and Photos by Dick Karnes
GrassTech Il, MSRP: $139.95
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’M kind of old fashioned. It took me
years to get up the courage to do scen-
ery. But thanks to two very capable

modelers in my local area, I was dragged
into scenicking, spurred on by a year’s
worth of weekly “play dates” (as my wife
calls them). Until yesterday, I was pretty
happy with my landscaping. But, thanks to
the GrassTech I, after today, no more.

The GrassTech Il

The GrassTech II, manufactured by
GrassTech International Ltd. in Great
Britain, comes with a small sample of
grass flocking material and an output
filter that has a diameter the same as the
unit itself, suitable for larger areas. This
is the one I used. A funnel-shaped filter,
available separately, is intended to be
used for smaller or hard-to-reach areas
where you want to direct the grass to
specific spots. Also available separately

This is what my meadow looked like before turning the Grass Tech Il loose
on it. It’s just ground foam with a few bush tufts. Not very convincing, is it?

roducts

Here’s what was in my Grass Tech Il package. Clockwise from the rear is the unititself (with battery
socket sticking out the top), the end cap that screws on once the battery is plugged in, sample 6mm
grass flocking material, separately-available funnel-shaped filter/applicator for small areas (with
separately-available 2mm flocking material behind), nine-volt battery, and positive-pole alligator
clip at end of wire attached to unit. The dark pushbutton on the unit illuminates when the unit is
turned on. The large-area filter/applicator is already screwed onto the left-hand end of the unit.

are flocking materials in varying lengths
and colors.

A nine-volt battery powers the GrassTech
I1, generating a 16,000-volt static charge be-
tween the negatively charged element in the
GrassTech IT and the positively charged glue
on the layout. The amperage is negligible,
and the power — well, it’s just a nine-volt
battery. You're as likely to get a shock from
the GrassTech II as you are from touching
the two battery terminals themselves — in
other words, not at all!

Note: For professional model builders,
GrassTech USA offers a 25-percent more
powerful plug-in power adaptor in lieu of
the battery.

“Planting” a meadow
I always take my time before applying
new techniques and mounting up the
courage to try the GrassTech II was no

60 September 2011 — Model Railroad News — www.ModelRailroadNews.com

different. So, with some trepidation, I
photographed a relatively barren por-

tion of my scenery as the “before” shot.
Then, obeying the incredibly brief, simple
instructions, applied grass with the
GrassTech IT and then took a couple of
“after” shots. The entire project took about
ten minutes, most of which was for the
photography set-up!

The instructions tell you to use an
electrically conductive adhesive. They
also tell you to vacuum up the excess ten
to fifteen minutes later. No particular
adhesive is reccommended. With this in-
formation, I decided to try 3M Formula 77
spray adhesive. I protected the track in the
vicinity with a sheet of paper, then applied
a liberal coat of Formula 77. Per the in-
structions, I drove a small steel brad into
my hydrocal scenery, right in the middle
of the sprayed area. I loaded the GrassTech
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First | applied the two-millimeter grass fiber. While the effect is noticeable, |
decided that | really needed the longer six-millimeter grass, which is about
15 inches tall on my S-scale layout. Note the small brad at the far left center,
to which the unit’s alligator clip gets attached to establish the static charge.



IT with 2mm grass flock, clipped the al-
ligator clip to the brad, turned the unit on,
and shook away.

The device worked perfectly. The on/
off pushbutton lights up, when the unit
is turned on, a nice feature. Without this
feature, it would be impossible to tell
whether the unit is on or off.

I have only one real word of warning,
and that is to totally mask (or remove)
all models of man-made items in the
vicinity — signs, structures, sidewalks,
etc. I didn’t remove a yard limit sign; the
results are obvious in one of the photos!

Closing Thoughts
The resulting effect with the 2mm grass

| masked my meadow area, applied spray glue, removed the masking, and

) applied the flocking fiber with the Grass Tech Il. This shot was taken before |
for my test. So I oversprayed with more vacuumed the area. Note my mistake: grass growing on the yard-limit sign!

Formula 77, loaded 6mm flock, and re-
peated the process. Impressive! Now, I will

flock was more appropriate for a well-
manicured lawn, than the meadow I chose

have to look over my entire fully-scenicked
layout and add LOTS of grass! Thanks a
lot, GrassTech USA!
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This close-up shows how the basic ground texture still
shows between the grass “blades.” | love this effect. Here’s what my meadow looks like after vacuuming. Compare to the “before” photo above.
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